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nelief in a natural religion, Voltaire came in the later part of
his life.
That phase of the movement which was directed to the
organization and life of society was characterized by the
dominance of the same unbounded faith in reason. Conse-
quently the monastic custom, the celibate life of the clergy,
the ceremonials, and the repressive tyranny of the Church
called forth the bitterest attacks because of their " unreason-
ableness," rather than because of their hollowness and the
lack "of" conformity of ideal with practice. Thus the same
standard controlled in regard to social and especially political
organization as did in the attitude toward religion. Even in
France, the idea of natural rights, of equality before the
law, of individual choice as the source of sovereignty, and
many of those ideas that became of such tremendous practi-
cal importance in the latter part of the century had been
often suggested and elaborated. Now commended by reason,
they acquired a new vitality, a new meaning"
Another effect of this exaltation of reason deserves notice.
Voltaire and his co-workers of the early half of the century
were no less aristocrats than those aristocrats of privilege
whom they opposed. Whether they expressed it in so many
words or not, they held that the lower classes were not amen-
able to reason, that they were incapable of being "educated,
that they were but little above the savages, and consequently
that for them religion had a legitimate function.
The thought-movement of the early part of the century
was aristocratic, because it was rationalistic. It aimed to
secure the culture of the few, the overthrow of narrow tradi-
tionalism and dogmatisnijin the lives of those who controlled
society and the control of reason among the educated class. It
would substitute a new aristocracy of intelligence and wealth
for the old aristocracy of family, of position, of the Church.
It possessed a cleverness, la. wit, a brilliancy that contrasted"
with the narrowness and dullness of the old; but it was foi